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COLLEGE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT     

 
John Baston, our College Principal together with International Student Manager, Virginia Vlassopoulos and International 
Student Program Coordinator, Kieu Diep are currently overseas meeting with the parents of our international students and 
reporting on their progress. 
 
Our term 3 RED assemblies were held on Monday 9th September at Acacia and Monday 16th September at Banksia. 
Congratulations to the students who were awarded RED certificates for their efforts in supporting our core college values of 
Respect, Excellence and Diversity, during term 3.   

 
Our second semester Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews evening was held on Thursday 29th August. It was pleasing to see so 
many parents and guardians attending at both campuses to speak with the teachers about their child’s progress.  
 
We would like to congratulate 
the students who represented 
Keysborough College at the 
4Cs Cultural festival, held in the 
last week of August in Narre 
Warren.  Over 30 of our 
students sang and danced at 
the event as a celebration of 
their cultural diversity. They all 
engaged in many days and 
weekends of practice, prior to 
the event and were well 
supported by their parents and 
by Ms Nichole McCarthy.  
  
Parking continues to be a problem at both campuses, especially during drop off and pick up times. Please be aware that bi-
laws officers attend the area from time to time and will issue fines to drivers who do not obey the parking signs. Double 
parking and u-turns, as well as being extremely dangerous, are illegal and will incur a fine.  
 
Term 4 is shaping up to be a very busy Term at Keysborough College as we farewell our Year 12 cohort and wish them well 
for their exams. We will also welcome our 2020 Year 7 group as they attend for Orientation Day. 
 
Year 12 students will commence practice exams on October 7th in preparation for their final exams. Across the State, all VCE 
students will sit the three-hour English or EAL examination on Wednesday 30th October with all examinations completed by 
the 18th November. Students are required to wear school uniform and arrive at school at least half an hour prior to the start 
of their exam and ensure they have their VCAA timetable and photo ID. Staff have been very impressed with the focus of 
our Year 12 and Year 11 students who are studying a year 12 subject. Our dedicated teaching staff will be providing 
additional revision classes and practice exams during the holidays.  
 

We wish all of our students and their families and safe and restful holiday break. Term four commences on Monday 7 th 

October. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Acacia Campus:28 Isaac Road Keysborough 3173 Ph: 9798 1877 F: 9798 5196 
Banksia Campus: 8-20 Janine Road Springvale South 3172 Ph: 9546 4144 F: 9558 5761 

Postal Address: PO Box 211 Noble Park 3174 email: keysborough.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au website: 
www.keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au 

 

Student Absence Lines - Acacia Campus: 9549 8510    Banksia Campus: 9549 8511 

Richard Hastings 
Campus Principal 
Acacia Campus 

Patrick Boyd 
Campus Principal 
Banksia Campus 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
 
ACACIA YEAR 12 VISIT EPWORTH SLEEP LAB 

Lying in bed but stare endlessly at the ceiling unable to sleep?  Wake up more than 20 times a night because you 

have stopped breathing?  Having regular sleep walking episodes?  These are some of the sleep phenomena that 

the sleep lab at the Epworth treats every day.   

Our 12 Psychology class put some reality into our studies as Britney and Marko became our sleep lab guinea pigs 

for the morning.  Britney being monitored by an EEG while she tried to sleep in her new bedroom and Marko 

practicing using a CPAP machine.  We learnt a lot and discovered how common sleep issues are and the 

detrimental impact it can have on your health.  

Year 12 Psychology Students - Acacia Campus. 

 

ACACIA YEAR 12 ROYAL MELBOURNE HOSPITAL VISIT - PARTY SAFE 
As a class, we all met up at Noble Park station and caught the train at around 7am. We arrived at Melbourne 
Central Station to which we caught a few trams to get to our destination. Upon arriving at the hospital, we were 
greeted by friendly staff members who were more than happy to introduce themselves and guide us throughout 
the day. We were provided snacks and lunch because today was going to be a big and exhausting day for all 
of us. We all watched presentations that opened up our eyes to what could happen even if we aren’t at fault. All 
accidents were caused by a driver who were texting, not paying attention or under the influence of a substance/
alcohol.  

We were brought up the spacey elevators and given a tour throughout the 
hospital such as the emergency rooms, ICU (Intensive Care Unit), patient’s rooms, 
waiting rooms for the family victims, offices and many more that hold important 
purposes. We got to chat to someone who was a survivor of a motorbike accident 
and how hard his life has been ever since, this impacted the way I thought about 
these types of things, not only that but it also effected people around him such as 
friends and family.  

A group of students who are wearing the 
necessity garments of protection. Goggles, 

Lead aprons and a blue veil. They are 
practicing the “Log Roll” 

This is a picture of what it would be 
like trying to put on pants with a 
broken leg or a damaged back. 

Everyone found it a challenge trying 
to dress themselves using the long 

tongs. 

We got into pairs and tried to eat the 
food that others would eat in the hospital 

if you couldn’t swallow food.  
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We also took part in learning about what life would be like if you came back from an accident such as, learning 
how to walk and talk again, your diet and how much this could affect your family and friends.  
 

The students took part in activities and watched presentations surrounding real life events that could potentially 
happen to anyone if they don’t stay safe on the roads. 
 
Our wonderful volunteer guiders were Marilyn and Maurice who showed us around the hospital to the lecturers 
who explained some equipment used and what certain rooms were called and the purposes for them.  
 
We all got to have a taste of the food that would be served to patients that couldn’t eat properly. The diet given 
to people in care consists of mashed food, custard and thick water. The trapdoor in our throat to separate food 
from air would have a slower reaction time and risked the injured person to choke. That’s why patients with that 
problem would have to eat a meal like this.  
Derek Schofield - Year 12 Acacia 
 
Below are some reflections from the group: 
 

I enjoyed the experience because it showed the reality of what happens when you don’t think twice of your 
decisions and end up with a tragic injury. This excursion was an eye-opener and something that all students should 
experience for themselves. ~ Sandi Kyaw  
 

Derek Phan: What was the most enjoyable moment of the excursion for you?  
Sandi Kyaw: I would say the most enjoyable moment was seeing the victims and listening to their stories made me 
more aware of my own decisions when it comes to partying, driving and drinking.  
 

It was a different type of excursion it was pretty intense and not a place to joke around in, eye-opening as I 
noticed to how blessed we are to have a full working body. ~ Rachel Stevanov 
 

What made you realize how much you should appreciate yourself? ~ Derek Phan 
 

We don’t realize these peoples survive crashes but deal with life-long consequences. ~ Rachel Stevanov  

 
 
THE GRAEME CLARK ORATION – TOWARDS AN ELECTRONIC 
PRESCRIPTION 
On Monday July 22nd, two students from the Banksia Year 12 Biology 
cohort attended and represented the college at The Graeme Clarke 
Oration in the city. There, we were given an opportunity to attend a 
special seminar for schools presented by Professor Timothy Denison of 
The University of Oxford and ask questions concerning his team’s 
research into the use of electronic treatments for neurological diseases 
such as Parkinson’s. After the seminar, we were given a chance to 
explore the Biomedical Innovation Showcase on the main floor of the 
Exhibition Centre. This allowed us to interact with panels from 
universities, research teams and scientific organisations and see 
firsthand, the research and projects currently underway. Some highlights 
of the things we got to see include: plastic waste being converted to 
fabric, work on 3D printed tailored implants and bionic replacements for 
eyes. Next up was the main event, attending the Graeme Clark Oration 
presented again by Professor Denison, which was attended by lead 
scientists, university representatives and people of all ages. This 
presentation is Australia's most prestigious free public science event for 
the year and was titled, “Towards an Electronic Prescription.” Professor 
Denison spoke about the opportunities and challenges for interfacing 
electrical and biological circuits for the treatment of disease. Finally, 
after the Oration we got to enjoy a dinner with students from other 
schools, scientists and PhD students. Here, we even got to talk to 
Professor Clarke and Professor Denison and get a few photos with them! 
 
Overall, this experience has been both eye opening and useful in 
helping us decide our future pathways. Thank you to the College for 
giving us this opportunity and to Mr Laaksonen and Mr Boyd for 
accompanying us. 

Leon Chen – Year 11 Banksia 

Students Leon Chen and Riko Ngo with Laureate 

Professor Emeritus Graeme Clark AC (above) 

and Professor Timothy Denison (below) 
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BANKSIA YEAR 12 BIOLOGY EXCURSION – MELBOURNE ZOO 
The zoo. Something everyone enjoys no matter when we go. As Year 12 was becoming more hectic by the 
second, many of us found ourselves perplexed yet excited to be going to the zoo at such a time. But it was an 
opportunity nonetheless, which I was slow to realise then, but now, after completing the evolution section of our 
course, greatly appreciate. The vastness of our planet and the creatures that inhabit it were all on display for us 
to explore. In the cold morning on the 20th of June this year, after the two long train rides, we entered the doors 
of one of the most beloved places in our state. A group of kindergarteners were walking in with us and it just 
seemed so fascinating to me that this is possibly one of the only places where we go at the beginning and 
ending of our schooling lives. 

We were given an hour or two to explore in small groups before we had to meet up for our specified talk on 
some animals who have fascinatingly adapted to their environment in order to survive. We got to touch a snake 
as the presenter explained the extraordinary capabilities of animals including the snow surfing frogs and how 
they are becoming endangered because of human interventions.  
In our time alone, we got the opportunity to see limited animals as the weather was not desirable to come 
outside. But we did get the joy of watching 2 zookeepers trying to get a tortoise into his home as it was too cold 
to be outside. Overall we had fun and enjoyed an awesome day out. Thank you to our wonderful teachers for 
organising this event. 

Nishtha Sharma - Year 12 Banksia 

 

 

COLLEGE YEAR 12 BIOLOGY – MELBOURNE MUSEUM COLLABORATION 
Over the course of two weeks Year 12 Biology classes at both campuses completed a Unit 4  
AOS1 SAC using kits provided by Melbourne Museum. We had fun collaborating with the Melbourne Museum to 
understand human evolution over time. The biology class used replica skulls and other bones from the Human 
Story Kit to interpret key features from specimens based on their bone structures.  

The kit was insightful and very helpful in understanding the SAC content. The students had a lot of fun with the 
skulls whilst also learning a lot about human history. 

Paige Barber 
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COLLEGE YEAR 11 SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS  
EXCURSION – ESCAPE ROOMS 
On Wednesday 19 June, the Year 11 specialist class visited 
Strike QV in the Melbourne CBD. There were three different 
escape rooms that all of the students participated in: The 
Red Manor, Casino Heist and Jail Break. Each escape room 
had its own challenge and puzzles that encouraged us to use 
our problem-solving skills to try and escape. The specialist 
class was split into three groups.  

The group I was in successfully escaped all three room in the 
time that was provided. The hosts at Strike QV were       
extremely generous and kind, and at the end of the day, the 
staff provided us with free karaoke and bowling vouchers. 
The entire specialist class thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

Riko Ngo-Year 11 Banksia 

 

SCIENTISTS VISIT FROM THE FLOREY INSTITUTE  
To help celebrate science week our Year 11 
Psychology class had a surprise visit from Laura 
and Rob, two scientists who are currently working 
on research at the Florey Institute in Parkville.  
Rob a Physicist who specialises in IT, is 
developing and experimenting with new high 
resolution imaging technology which gives an 
amazing perspective of a living person’s brain.  
We were able to view the crystal clear images 
of the brain and could recognise the different 
structures we had learned about quite easily.   
 

Laura another scientist is currently completing her 

PHD, researching if listening to music decreases 

epileptic seizures in people who have epilepsy.  

Laura tests people with this condition and people 

without, on a range of cognitive and motor tests 

in the hope she will support her hypothesis.   

It was fantastic to have people working in the field to talk to us about topics we have studied in Psych. 

Michelle Komljenovic - Psychology Teacher - Acacia Campus 
 
YEAR 11 DRAMA EXCURSION 
On July 23 the year 11 Drama class went on excursion to Melbourne for an enriching theatre experience. Unit 2 
explores Australian Identity and prior to this excursion the class had been having robust conversations, dissecting 
what exactly Australian Identity is and how it is represented on stage. Students spent time exploring the Australian 
Music Vault and the role music has played in sharing stories, expressing ideas and political activism. The students 
were particularly interested in the Australian Hip Hop exhibit, listening to the songs and reading about the history 
of the genre in this country.  
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The public were then treated to an impromptu performance by the students at the Arts Centre’s “play me I’m 
yours” piano, led by the talents of Grace Yolanda and Nia Byrne. Following this, we were treated to a tour at The 
University of Melbourne’s Faculty of Fine Arts and Music, which is the home to the Victorian College of the Arts 
(VCA) and Melbourne Conservatorium of Music. 
Students were exposed to the extraordinary performance spaces (some brand new!) and a ballet class! Our final 
stop for the day was viewing Melbourne Theatre Company’s performance of the Australian classic “Storm Boy”. 
We were wowed by the production design and use of puppetry, which evoked a powerful response from the 
audience (yes, we cried!). What was discovered at the end of it all, is that the Australian Identity and its place on 
the stage is a diverse beast, that can be represented and celebrated in a multitude of ways. 
Kathleen Spaull - Drama Teacher - Acacia Teacher 
 
 
HEADSTART 
Congratulations to Tristan Long who recently signed a an 
apprenticeship in metal fabrication with the State Government’s 
new Headstart program.  
 
Tristan is able to compete his year 12 VCAL certificate and start 
his apprenticeship at the same time. 
Mike Kavanagh-Headstart Coordinator 
 
YEAR 11 JEWISH HOLOCAUST MUSEUM EXCURSION 
The Year 11 excursion to the Jewish Holocaust Museum revealed the harrowing truth of the radical acts of Nazi 
Germany and the inhumane treatment of the Jewish people. The anecdote from Abe reveals the struggles of a 
Jewish person clinging onto what little salvation they held under the absolute oppression of a race. These racist 
ideals were born from a spark of hatred fueled by political power and propaganda. It is absolutely detestable to 
carry about such heinous acts towards a race and still be able to feel proud about their craft. Describing the 
abuse of power as a power trip would be an understatement. The deaths of 6 million Jews, including 1.5 million 
babies and children, is sickening to even think of. What baffles me even more is the deep effect of brainwashing 
of the German people believing that the Jewish were vermin; a subspecies of human who are perceived as 
tyrants. The Museum built in memorial of the Jewish people serves as a checkpoint in history; a black spot in history 
that should aim to tell us to not repeat that very tragedy. My experience there enlightened me, it had further 
informed me of an event that I was already familiar about; but my visit to the museum further enforced my ideals.    
Alex Nguyen  
     
The Year 11 excursion to the Jewish Holocaust Museum revealed that there was so much sorrow and hardship, but 
there were also many little rays of hope when many Jewish people rebelled. Before I went to the Jewish Holocaust 
Museum, I knew little bits of the historical events but now I know a lot more, about the Nazi’s cruel inhumane 
treatment of the Jewish people, how they committed mass execution and about how the Jewish people were very 
resilient. The stories of the Abe’s experience during the event really hit me in the feels and it really inspires me to 
never give up, especially Abe’s analogy about the weather and being resilient.   
Thomas Thach  
 
The Year 11 excursion to the Jewish Holocaust Museum revealed that our current & future generation/s are the 
ones where they change the world of humanism. It’ll be the time where everyone must not show any discrimination 
or racism towards each other but instead to show more love and respect! The survivors who survived from the 
Holocaust have come down to the museum to share their story about their personal experiences/life. Lusia was one 
of the survivors, who is in her 80s now. She is traumatised still today about her holocaust experience and also how 
she has lost her father and little brother during the time when the German soldiers categorised people into groups. 
The German soldiers did not treat them as a human beings but treated them really cruel which have impacted the 
survivors to have such a huge traumatization.  The Americans have a heart of gold where they would try their best 
and also risk their life to protect the Jewish people and to give them a hiding from those German soldiers. The 
Jewish people have to live under the light, where they have no freedom but some also have to change their 
identity constantly to get caught. The German soldiers are very cruel, they would discriminate and burn down the 
human who were locked into a room or a building, this also include any babies and children as well. Lusia have 
told us that every single one of us are the same, we are all human being. We should all give each other more love, 
support and respect! There shouldn’t be any discrimination or racisms towards each other.   
Alicia Yeak 
 
The Year 11 excursion to the Jewish Holocaust Museum revealed the true nature of the Hitler and the Nazis 
against the Jews. Majority of the content that was shown had displayed many accounts of murder and torture 
towards the Jews. The main reason due to this was because they were not considered in Hilter's superior race, 
Aryan, which was people with blue-eyed and blonde hair. Jews were killed through the process of hanging, 
shooting, poisonous gas chambers and etc. The Jews had suffered isolation, discrimination and racism. Laws were 
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made against the Jews including, they were forbidden to have education, they were forced to be unemployed 
nor did they have many rights. The Jews had an individual branding, that consisted of a set of numbers/letters 
that was either tattooed on them, labelled on their dog tags or displayed on their uniform. It was said that the 
most prized possession that Jews had while in concentration camps was their bowl. This was because their bowl 
was what held their food. Jews had also slept with their bowls beneath their heads, in order to keep it safe and 
prevent it from being stolen by others. Jews who were considered as useless, such as women, children, elders or 
those who were disabled, were killed through gas chambers with pesticide, of which they believed it to be 
showers. Many of the Jews were separated from their families, which resulted in some losing their loved ones. It 
was displayed that bodies of Jews who were deceased were placed on top of each other, ready to be burned in 
the oven. Abe was a 95-year-old man, who was one of the survivors of a disheartening and miserable journey of 
the Holocaust.  
Lena Ha 

 

The Year 11 excursion to the Jewish Holocaust Museum revealed the tragic experiences Jewish people went 
through in world war II. The museum had a mix of primary and secondary sources to show living conditions and 
infamous places that affected the Jewish community. A small model of one of the 6 death camps, built by a 
holocaust survivor, depicted the immoral actions of the Nazis and also showed the sufferings of the Jewish 
people. The tour at the museum shows the Jewish people resisting the Nazis in different ways, one of them 
includes rebelling and another is spreading information to the populace.  
The personal talk given by a holocaust survivor brought insight towards how Jewish people felt in the 
concentration camps. The survivor was a child, which made his experience more tragic, hiding from guards and 
fearing his death. The survivor lost many family members, this included his sisters, and when asked if he felt 
resentment for Germany, he replied no, but he won’t forgive or forget what they have done to him.    
Rath Suy 
 
The Year 11 excursion to the Jewish Holocaust Museum revealed to me and my peers the gruesome and 
horrifying effects of words and hatred, in which the complexities surrounding the topic of deprivation and 
inhumanity of Nazi Germany had only started due to a few words muttered by Adolf Hitler. When Abhram 
(referred to as Abe), a 95-year old survivor of the Holocaust, revealed his survival story of the Holocaust, I felt 
very sad and crestfallen for the innocent man, because due to his belief and his religion, his family and his 
people were attacked and deprived of their humanity, the innate humanity that was present in all human beings. 
He talked of never ever forgetting the events that had taken place; his family members aside from his eldest 
sister, being culled in cold blooded murder and the horrible conditions that he had been withstanding during this 
terrible misunderstanding. This created a feeling of triumph in me for him, as he survived to tell the tale. 

The whole ordeal was very conflicting to me, because all of these Jewish children, elders and adults had to 

experience a torturous war that was not necessary and was all due to the wretched Adolf Hitler. When the guide 

at the Jewish Holocaust Museum had shown us the clip of the American soldier’s perspective of the Holocaust, all 

of the tangible human-like human bodies lying in a pile that were deprived of life and humanity laid on top of 

one another, and the intangible feelings of pity and sympathy that I felt during the confronting video made me 

feel absolute respect towards the survivors.  

Anita Lim 

 
YEAR 11 ARTVO EXCURSION - ACACIA 
On a cold Thursday in July, 62 super keen 
Psychology students boarded a train, then tram to 
Docklands to visit ArtVo: a maze of huge two 
dimensional drawings that when you are 
photographed in front of them magically appear 
to have depth and look 3D. 
 Our objective was to prepare our presentation 
assessment task -  six images which represented 
various perceptual principles with ourselves in 
each photo. We were able to take amazing 
photos with the interactive art from this immersive 
art gallery and have fun doing it. After our visit 
to ArtVo, we also got the opportunity to see how 
interesting the Ames Room was at 
the Melbourne Museum. It was an awesome day 
which helped bring our studies to life plus give us 
some great pics from our year. 
Mony Pech - Acacia Campus 
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YEAR 11 ARTVO EXCURSION - BANKSIA 

I was able to attend an exciting excursion to ArtVo and the 

Melbourne Museum as a part of the Year 11 Psychology 

class. I had an entertaining time taking photos and gathering 

evidence for my Unit 2 SAC for Visual Perception, 

specifically pictorial cues at ArtVo, a special art gallery with 

many op-art (optical illusion style paintings) artworks painted 

by famous artists across the world. The most thrilling part of 

the excursion was learning about how optical illusions are 

designed to mess with the human eye.  

 

At the Melbourne Museum, I learnt about how the lines 

in the infamous Muller-Lyer illusion are manipulated to 

appear shorter or longer based on the tapered or 

arrow-head ends. Walking around the Ames room, I 

was able to see my partner, Emily, shrink or become a 

colossal giant! Overall, the excursion was an enriching 

experience which helped enhance my existing 

knowledge about optical illusions and visual 

perception principles! A big thank you to Miss Hoskin 

and Miss Haase for organising such an educative yet 

fun excursion! 
Mary Le - Banksia Campus 
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COLLEGE STEM EXCURSION – AVENGERS: ENDGAME 
On Tuesday 18 June, the Year 10 STEM classes from Acacia and Banksia travelled to the city to see Avengers: 
Endgame! The Avengers: Endgame excursion was quite relaxing, but also memorable. Even though the movie had 
premiered months earlier than when we watched, we still had the privilege of watching the movie in our own 
private cinema! We watched it at Hoyts Docklands, the movie was epic, a roller coaster of emotions and chock full 
of iconic scenes — it was basically a love letter to all Marvel fans. In addition to the movie, we had an Avengers-
inspired assignment for the holidays, writing about our favourite heroes, exploring physics and time travel concepts 
and more. This homework was much more exciting than the typical homework that I would get from class because 
who wouldn’t rather an Avengers themed one than the usual? Excelsior! 

Sandy Huynh - Banksia Campus 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE WITH ALUMNI PETER RAFTOPOULOS (KPMG) 
Work experience preparation is probably the only time in our lives 
where one could ever face countless rejections. Whether the answers 
could have been “sorry, we don’t offer work experience” or something 
that gets our hopes up, such as “could I grab your contact details to call 
you back?” But they do not end up calling you back. 
  
Lucky for me, I received a work experience placement through the 
lovely careers councillor, Ms Juric, at KPMG, which is one of the ‘Big 
Four’ accounting organisations. I would not have gotten this chance if it 
weren’t for Peter Raftopoulos, an alumni. 
  
The nerve-racking week that everyone in year 10 had been longing for 
finally came, as I made my way to the company, I felt very 
overwhelmed. However, Peter introduced me to everyone and that was 
very welcoming. 
 

During the week, I got to observe different departments of the 
accounting firm, attend meetings and also had the chance to do some of 
the work that they do daily. A week flew by in a blink of an eye. I 
wasn’t expecting to feel a little sad that it had ended, but I will forever 
be grateful for the experience that I was lucky enough to have. I am 
thankful towards Peter that he was able to take time out of his busy 
schedule to show me around and also teach me further knowledge 
about the work industry. 
Tracy Chu - Acacia Campus 
 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

YEAR 8 VISIT TO KRYAL CASTLE 

On the 25 of July, the whole Year 8 group went to Kryal Castle 
to extend their knowledge and gain a better understanding of 
the Medieval History. It was a fun and eye-opening experience 
to participate in this excursion and experience how life was like 

back then during the Medieval time. 

After a two hours ride on the bus, we finally arrived at Kryal 
Castle, in Ballarat.  Everybody was shivering due to cold, 
however this did not stop us from admiring what was in front of 
our eyes. The castle was a gorgeous replica of medieval castle. 
We were guided to enter the castle and were introduced to 

different activities that we would be involved in. 

The first activity was the Battle of Hastings, where we were divided into two teams (the Norman-French army and 
the English army). We grabbed our swords and shields and the battle began. The Battle of Hastings was fought on 
the 14 of October 1066 between the Norman-French army of William, the Duke of Normandy, and an English 
army under the Anglo-Saxon King Harold Godwinson, beginning the Norman conquest of England. The battle was 
fought for the throne after King Edward the Confessor died in January 1066. The two kings were desperate to set 
their name up for the throne, but due to King Harold’s mistakes, the throne landed in the Norman’s hands.  
The third activity was learning about how people during medieval time got punished for their crimes. Crimes such 
as theft and murder were very common during the medieval ages and in order to create the fear in the hearts of 
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people, strict punishments were given to guilty people. These included fines, mutation, banishment and death through 
hanging and by being burned at the stake.  
 

After learning about all the blood shed battle, the epidemic disease that slaughtered nearly one third of the 
world’s population and the cruel punishments, we went onto leather making. We were given leather and there 
would be lot of options for us to stamp letters onto our leather. I came across something very interesting, which was 
leather was made from poo, and poo farmers were called Gong Farmer. 
 

Last but not least, to wrap up our time at the Kryal Castle, students learned about what each person’s role in the 
medieval time was (from king to peasants) and how king was chosen. Our courageous Year 8 students volunteer to 
be apart of the play, and had dressed up as their character.  
 

Overall, visiting Kryal Castle was such a good way to help us learn something new and understand the Medieval 
period even more. We got to experienced how it was like fighting in the battle, making medicine to cure patient 
having the Plague, and experience the punishments we would receive in Medieval time if we commit a crime. If we 
did not visit the Kryal Castle, we would not be able to experience what we once read in the textbook. 
Meichou Te - Banksia Campus 
 
 

YEAR 8 CHINESE EXCURSION  
On the 9 of July, our Chinese cohort went on an excursion to watch a Chinese movie called, Long Time No Sea and 
afterwards we stopped by at China Town 
for lunch. 
 

On a cold, rainy morning, Year 8 Chinese 
students made their way to Sandown 
Station to catch the train to the city. We saw 
some amazing behavior by our Year 8 
students towards other passengers on the 
train. Our peers gave up their seat to an 
old woman, and talked in a whisper voice 
so not to disturb the other passengers.  
 

Many stops later, we got off at our station 
and made our way to The Sofitel Melbourne 
on Collins Auditorium. We entered the 
theatre. The light dimmed, the voices started 
to fade away, and then the movie began. 
The theatre was so quiet that you could 
hear a pin drop, then laughter and tears 
filled the room as the movie ended.  
 
“Long Time No Sea” touched my heart and 
made me realise the importance of having a 
family beside you.  
The movie portrayed a child’s emotional 
courage in pursuit of dreams to keep the 
‘Orchid Island Dance’ in Taiwan. A pair of 
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new shoes represents his relationship with his father, who was busy working in a far off place. Towards the end 
we saw that his father bought him a new pair of shoes, but that is not want he wanted. He is a lonely child with 
a wish to have his father stay beside him. From this movie we have learnt to be grateful for your family and show 
them how much you love and appreciate them. 
 

After the movie, we walked to Chinatown under the drizzling weather, and once we arrived everyone ran to the 
K-pop store. We ate lunch and drank our favourite bubble tea, then it was time to leave.  
 

Overall, our Year 8 Chinese students and I really enjoyed our day out to the city. The movie was so emotional, 
yet funny. We learned a lot from watching it, as the moral of the movie taught me to love my family even more. 
Last Words - it was amazing!!! 
Meichou Te - Banksia Campus 
 

COLLEGE PRODUCTION 
In Week 5 of Term 3, the College held it’s bi-
annual school production in the brand new theatre 
at Banksia Campus. The cast performed 5 shows 
over 4 days, including one for our local primary 
schools. It has been great to see the cast band 
together to meet challenges with energy and 
enthusiasm! The students involved in the show 
demonstrated a brilliant work ethic and their 
incredible dedication really paid off in front of a 
live audience. The show was the result of hours of 
dedication, focus, passion and creativity from every 
single person, both on stage and behind the scenes. 
 
On behalf of the cast, the creative team would like 
to thank the audience members for their ongoing 
support for the Performing Arts at Keysborough 
College and hoped that you enjoyed the show! 
Ashleigh Phillips, Kathleen Spaull, Fiona 
Chamley, Jaimie Kent-Russell & Tom Kenneth 
2019 Production Team 

 

Paying for excursions and camps via Compass  
 
Compass now gives parents the opportunity to pay for excursions and camps online. A notification will appear 
in your News feed on your Compass homepage. If you have any questions once you receive the notification 
please contact the office at your Son/daughter’s campus. 
 
If you need assistance with you Compass Username and/or Password please contact the office at your son/
daughter’s campus. 
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September 16th Banksia RED Assembly 

September 20th Acacia Junior School Concert 

 Last day of Term 3 - School finishes at 2.30 

October 7th Term 4 Commences 

 Year 12 Practice Exams 

October 11th Year 12 Practice Exams 

October 15th College Council Meeting - Banksia Campus 7.00pm 

October 21st - 23rd Year 8 Camp 

October 24th Year 12 Celebration Day 

October 25th VCAL and Unscored VCE Study Hall 

October 29th Year 7 Immunisations - Acacia  

 Grade 6 into Year 7 Information Evening - Banksia  

October 30th Year 12 VCE exams commence 

October 31st Year 7 Immunisations - Banksia 

 Grade 6 into Year 7 Information Evening - Acacia 

November 4th Year 12 Graduation Ceremony - Monash University 7pm 

November 5th Melbourne Cup Day - School Closed 

November 11th  Junior School exams commence 

 VCAL structured learning placement - Acacia 

 Year 10 and Year 11 Exams commence 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
YEAR 7 SPORT NEWS 
 
Year 7 Interschool Basketball: The Battle of 
Acacia and Banksia. 
 
On Wednesday 28th August, local schools 
played in the District Interschool Basketball. 
 
A round robin and series of semi finals lead to 
a giant Smackdown between Acacia and 
Banksia Boys and Girls teams for the Grand 
Final. 
 
Great shooting early on by the Acacia Girls 
couldn’t hold out the deep bench for the 
Banksia Girls. Well Done, Banksia Year 7 
Girls. 
 
An intense arm wrestle of defences and fast 
breaks eventually saw the Acacia Boys get the 
upper hand in the other Smackdown, where the 
deep bench of 10 allowed the alternating of 2 
starting 5’s by Acacia. 
Honours were divided and a high standard of 
fitness and fun prevailed! 
  
Thank you to Mr Wagner. and Mr Rowe, and the terrific student coaches who gave up their class time to be role 
models for the players.  
 
David Rowe - PE/Sports Teacher - Acacia Campus 


